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Setting 
As we move to week two of our series in the Minor Prophets, we come to Joel.  Joel is 
notoriously difficult to date, which means that while many scholars place him as a pre-exilic 
prophet, no one knows for certain.  What we do know is that Joel begins with a detailed 
description of a locust plague.  Some see this as merely metaphorical, but most tend to see this 
as an actual event in Israel’s history that Joel not only witnesses, but also frames as coming by 
the hand of the Lord.  Joel first describes the devastation, then calls for a response of 
repentance and fasting.  This pattern is repeated.  Only, instead of a locust invasion, it is a 
future invading army unlike anything anyone has ever seen (Joel 2:2).  Afterwards, there is 
another call to fasting and repentance.  Finally, there is the Lord’s deliverance, which looks not 
only to Israel’s deliverance out of exile, but to the last days inaugurated by Jesus’ first coming 
and consummated by his return.       



Text:   
Given our approach of tackling whole books in this series, this section of our STEPS sheet will 
consist of an outline of each book as we approach them.  Joel (Jehovah is God) is as follows: 

• Joel 1:1-20 
o 1-4: Description of the locust plague 
o 5-13: Calls for response from drunkards, farmers and priests 
o 14-20: Call for repentance  

• Joel 2:1-17 
o 1-11: A coming army unlike any every seen 
o 12-17: A call for repentance 

• Joel 2:18-27 
o Restoration: God’s outpouring of provision for His people and to his glory (27) 

• Joel 2:28-3:21 
o 2:28-32: God’s outpouring of His Spirit  commensurate with Pentecost 1

▪ An outworking of salvation (32) 
o 3:1-21: Judgment against the nations, but assurance to Israel that the Lord is 

their refuge 

Explanation 
Joel is assigning both the natural disaster of the locust and the coming army’s (possibly to take 
Israel into exile) devastation as from the Lord.  As such, he issues multiple calls to repentance 
for judgment is coming. 

 

Practice––Drawn from Explanation 
Explanation never changes.   Practice can and often does have a personal dynamic.  

Remember this formula:  Practice is Explanation applied. 

Sharing Discussion Questions 
1. Joel has assigned the locust plague to God.  Reflect on a time of struggle and discuss what 

God was doing.  Did this time cause you to repent? 
2. Since repentance is a central theme in this book, discuss what makes repentance genuine 

and what makes it disingenuous.

 Peter quotes these words in Acts 2:17-21.1
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If you have any questions or are interested in joining a small group, please contact Pastor 

Tim Chiarot at tchiarot@gwepc.org


